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implication is unmistakable. The text would hardly entertain the prospect of repeated belief
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interesting to note that the initial reference to disbelief is followed by further confirmation of
disbelief and then ‘increase in disbelief. One might be inclined to think that if the first
instance of apostasy did not qualify for capital punishment, the repeated apostasy might
have provoked it- had such a punishment ever been intended in the Quran (Mohammad
Hashim Kamali, Freedom of Expression in Islam, lImiah Publishers, Kuala Lumpur, 1988, pp
97-98).
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